
 
Government Ms. Tepovich          Spring 2020 

 
 
Course Overview:  This is a one-semester course based on the principles of American Government.  Beyond 
understanding the basics of how our government functions, my hope is that this course will prepare you to be 
an active citizen and voter. 
 
How the Course Works 

1. Introduction to a concept:  What do you already know about the topic, what do you need to know to 
fully understand it? 

2. Information gathering:  This occurs either through lecture, video, inquiry activities, and discussions. 
       3.   Show what you know:  Each unit will have a form of assessment.  These assessments will be based on 
 the unit focus and will come in a variety of formats such as written essays and group discussions.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
1.  How much homework does this course require? 
Honestly, this is not a homework heavy course.  My hope is that we can use our class time to produce the 
work that is required and engage together as a class with the content. 
 
2.  What kind of materials do I need? 
Figure out what system of organization works best for you.  I will collect a notebook each unit but what you 
call a notebook is up to you.  In your notebook you will turn in handouts, questions of the day, your Election 
Journal and other notes from class.    
 
3. What makes up my grade? 
Your grade is based on total points.    Each unit has a unit exam and will also receive grades on notebook and 
class assignments as well as participation in class discussions and debates.  There will be a final project that 
will serve as your final in June. 
 
4.  What are the test like? 
The tests will be mainly short answer and essay based with occasional multiple choice questions.   
 



 
5.  What happens if I bomb a test? 
Redemption is available…more details to come…. 
 
6.  If I miss class, how do I figure out what I missed? 
I use both google classroom to distribute reading and debate/discussion assignments and I have a website 
where I post links to PowerPoints, the daily activities, handouts as well as links to helpful review videos, so I 
would get in the habit of checking both if you are absent. 
 
7.  What if I am struggling with the content or need extra help? 
Built into the course is ample time to practice and review concepts so if you are confused about something, 
you need to ask questions.  If you need help outside of class I am available Monday and Friday mornings  at 
7:30 and can be available at lunch or after school if you schedule ahead of time. 
 
8.  How can I improve my experience in this class?  I think I am going to really like the subject of Government 
and Politics, so what can I do to learn more? 
Pay attention to the news in any format that serves your needs. 
 
9.  What are you like as a teacher? 
I work hard to be fair and unbiased in my presentation of information and my assessment of your work.  I 
hope that I encourage questions and debate and I hope that we can create an engaging and enriching 
classroom.  
 
  
  
Semester Overview 
 

Areas of Study 
• An Introduction to the Government and Citizenship 
• The Modern Presidency and how Elections Work  
• Political Parties and Special Interest Groups 
• The Legislative Branch including Mock Senate 
• Rights, Liberties and the Supreme Court 
• State and Local Government 
• Democratic and Republican Primaries and The Impeachment (on-going) 

 
 


